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Here are a few old favorites reimagined:
•  The Big Idea is the main point of the lesson (replacing the Purpose).
•  Prepare Your Mind and Prepare Your Heart will prepare you to teach with background information  

and a short devotional (replacing Approaching the Lesson). 
•  Explaining the Memory Verse explains the Scripture in language familiar to juniors  

(replacing Talking about the Golden Text).

Dear Junior Teacher,

Welcome to Junior  Bible Teacher+! As witnesses for Christ in a changing world, we have to think creatively about how we minister, 
while still holding firmly to the Word of Truth. Our Plus Series contains the same robust Bible lessons and 
background information that you love, but they have been carefully crafted to help you excite your students to learn God’s Word.
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Big Idea: God wants us to remember His blessings.PURPOSE

Prepare Your Mind Prepare Your HeartAPPROACHING THE LESSON

Explaining the Memory VerseTALKING ABOUT THE GOLDEN TEXT



Here are some new features: 
•  Introductory pages for each unit will point toward the quarter’s major themes.
•  Supplies and Prepare the Room give teachers all the practical information they need  

to prepare for class time. 
•  The Conversation Starter helps you kick off your class and get your students invested  

in the lesson. 
•  Discussion Questions help students engage with the Scriptures intellectually and emo-

tionally throughout the lesson. These questions appear in both the class and teacher books. 
•  Teacher Tips in the lesson will give you short ways on how to involve your students or deal 

with difficult subject matter.
•  Just Curious prepares you to respond to questions students might ask about the lesson.
•  Prop Prompt symbols notify you when to use a prop in the supply list at the beginning  

of the lesson. All props and supplies are in bold the first time they appear.
•  Action symbols help you see opportunities to invite your class to take part in the lesson.
•  The Activity helps juniors get their energy out while thinking about the lesson.
•  The Big Question addresses common doubts or fears junior students might have about 

God and His Word from a biblical worldview. 
•  Next Steps help your students apply the lesson to their lives. 
•  Prayer Points give teachers some prompts to pray for the students.
•  The Christ Focus encourages thought about how the Scripture passage and lesson point to our loving Savior.
•  Bonus activity pages for your students will be included each quarter as supplements in the back of this book.

KEY:
Teacher Tips

Just Curious

Prop Prompts

Actions

Discussion Questions
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WHY CAN PEOPLE WHO HAVE DONE REALLY BAD THINGS STILL BE FORGIVEN BY GOD? Throughout human history, some awful crimes have been committed. 

And even when watching movies and reading books, we usually like to see 

the bad guys getting punished for their evil deeds. It just doesn’t seem fair 

for them to get away with what they’ve done. But there is something that 

is much more unfair. It’s simply not fair that Jesus would suffer the full 

punishment for all your sins. And yet, that’s what He was willing to do for 

us. His death for our sins and resurrection to life was enough to save even 

the worst of sinners. The apostle Paul considered himself to be just that 

(1 Timothy 1:15). The worst of sinners can be forgiven by God and have 

their lives transformed by trusting Jesus because He died and overcame sin 

and death for them (verse 16). 

For the last three hours of Jesus’ crucifixion, darkness covered the land. 

Then Jesus’ suffering reached its worst point. He cried out, asking why God 

had left Him to suffer this way. The answer is that Jesus was taking the pun-

ishment for all our sins. He went through the suffering of being left alone by 

God so that He could save us and always be with us. 
When His suffering was complete, Jesus offered His life to God the Father 

and died. A few very strange things then happened. There was a powerful 

earthquake, and the veil in the temple was torn from top to bottom. The 

veil was a thick curtain that represented separation between God and sinful 

people. Because of what Jesus did, we can be reconnected into a loving 

relationship with God. Later when Jesus rose from the dead, more miraculous things happened. 

Others who had faith in the Lord were also raised and went to Jerusalem. All 

who have trusted Jesus as Savior will one day rise to be with Him and will 

never have to face suffering or death again.  

Jesus was crucified between two criminals who made fun of Him. It’s easy 

to go along with a group that’s doing something bad. You can show true cour-

age by taking a stand to do what pleases God. The Lord is with you to help 

you when you make choices that honor Him. Never forget that Jesus knows 

exactly how it feels to do what pleases God and to be made fun of for doing it. What are some examples of when you might need to make a tough 

decision that will honor God?

TALK ABOUT 
IT

We could never repay the Lord for saving us.  

Talk to someone who sets a good example  

of following Jesus about ways you can  

show your thankfulness to the Lord.

Christ Focus

Instead of using His power to save Himself, 

Jesus used His power to die for our sins.

FULL PAYMEN
T

How would you like to owe someone a gazillion dollars? Even if you could 

pay billions back, you would still be in deep debt. You would really need 

someone with wealth that’s out of this world to come to your rescue. The life 

of Jesus has a value that goes on forever and cannot be measured. When Jesus 

died on the cross, He offered His life to God the Father as payment for all 

our sins. Before dying, He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30), meaning that 

He had made the full payment for our sins. Isn’t it great that you are forgiven 

of all your sins by trusting in Jesus and believing that He died and rose again 

for you? That’s a great reason to do your best to please God in all that you do! 

next steps
If someone does something to upset you this week, remember that Jesus 

loved you enough to give His life for you. He loves that person just as much. 

You can follow in Jesus’ ways by being forgiving to others. 
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Here’s a peek at the new  
Junior Bible Class+:
•  The Big Idea helps the student focus on the  

main point of the lesson.
•  Discussion Questions are interjected within  

the Bible lesson to help students engage with  
the Scriptures intellectually and emotionally.

•  The Big Question addresses common doubts  
or fears junior students might have about God 
and His Word from a biblical worldview.

•  The Christ Focus encourages thought about  
how the Scripture passage and lesson point to  
our loving Savior.

•  Talk About It prompts students to engage  
Christian adults in their life in conversation 
about God’s Word.
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Lesson 5

April 2, 2023

TAKING OUR PUNISHMENT

Lesson Text: Matthew 27:38-54

"The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour  

of the world" (1 John 4:14). 

BIG IDEA:  Jesus suffered and died for our sins so that 

we can be forgiven by trusting Him as Savior.

What are some things that you think are powerful and some other 

things that you think are weak?

At the cross, Jesus could have used His power to punish people and 

prove them wrong. But instead, He showed off His power to love and forgive. 

Jesus had already helped many people (Matthew 8:16-17; Luke 6:19). But 

now people were saying that He couldn’t even help or save Himself. Some 

standing nearby told Jesus that coming down from the cross would prove 

that He is the Son of God. However, 

Jesus already knew exactly who He 

is. He didn’t need to do something 

just because others were saying that 

He couldn’t do it. Instead of saving 

Himself, Jesus stayed on the cross 

so that He could die for our sins 

and save us.

Bible Lesson
Body builders flex their muscles, showing off how strong they are. Jesus 

wasn’t a body builder, but He is all-powerful. He is the Son of God and holds 

all creation together with His might (Colossians 1:17). 

You might think that when people near the cross were making fun of Jesus, 

He should have put His power on display for all to see. Actually, He did. But 

the kind of power that Jesus showed is different from what you might have 

been looking for.
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Summer Quarter 2024

Lesson 1: Genesis 2:18-25 
God Creates a Woman
Lesson 2: Judges 4:4-10, 12-16 
Deborah Encourages Barak
Lesson 3: Ruth 1:1-9, 14b, 16 
Ruth Follows Naomi
Lesson 4: Ruth 2:8-18 
Ruth Meets Boaz
Lesson 5: Ruth 4:1-10 
Ruth Marries Boaz
Lesson 6: 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-28; 2:1-10 
Hannah Gives Her Son to God
Lesson 7: Esther 3:2-3, 5-6a; 4:7-16 
Esther’s Bold Faith
Lesson 8: Esther 8:3-8; 9:18-23 
The Jews Are Saved from Their Enemies
Lesson 9: Luke 7:36-50 
A Sinner Serves Christ
Lesson 10: Acts 9:36-43 
A Faithful Servant in the Church

Many women of strong faith are mentioned in 
the Bible . God blessed man with the creation 
of woman for lifelong companionship to serve 
Him together and bring Him glory . Through-
out the Bible, there are accounts of women 
whose great faith made them instruments 
for God’s glory . The lessons in this unit pres-
ent women whose unwavering faith in God 
brought victory in battle to Israel, saved the 
nation of Israel from destruction, and brought 
a great prophet to lead Israel . God used wom-
en of great faith to bring the Messiah into the 
world and then to serve in the body of Christ . 

Women of Faith
UNIT I:
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Prepare Your Mind 
As we look at Adam’s situation in needing a compan-

ion and helper, we need to realize that there are some 
distinctions based on gender. Men and women are not 
identical. They are equal in God’s eyes, but they have 
somewhat different roles. Adam had a lot of responsibil-
ity and needed a companion. He needed a helper. Cer-
tainly, Adam would have helped Eve with things, but 
she was designed to be a helper to Adam in a supportive 
role. Adam was created from dust. Eve was created from 
Adam’s side. Eve was a part of Adam but not a lower cre-
ation. God meant for Adam to understand that Eve was 
a part of him, a part of his own flesh, and to be cherished 
as such (Eph. 5:28-29). They 
complemented each other, each 
possessing abilities, strengths, and 
weaknesses, which made them 
complete as one.

Prepare Your Heart 
Some have used the word “helper” in a derogatory 

way. Eve was not less than Adam. She had great value. 
We can see from biblical examples that a helper was im-
portant. The Bible even describes God as our help and 
shield (Ps. 33:20; 115:9), our present help in time of 
trouble (46:1), and our help and Deliverer (70:5). Those 
are only a few examples. In John 14:16, Jesus told His 
disciples that He would pray to the Father on their be-
half and that He would give them another Helper, who 
would be with them forever. As believers, we have the 
Holy Spirit to help us. From these biblical examples, we 
see that a helper was not a person of little importance or 
someone who was minimized in any way. After all, God 
is a helper! Allow the Holy Spirit to lead and help you as 
you teach this lesson.Supplies 

• pen 
• paper
• scissors

Conversation Starter
(Have students respond after each prompt to form pairs.)

Peanut butter goes with jelly. What other things go together? 
Salt and ? Socks and ? Macaroni and ?
Hugs and ? Thunder and ? Adam and ?

Lesson 1June 2, 2024

God Creates a Woman
Lesson Text: Genesis 2:18-25

The Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone;  
I will make him an help meet for him (Genesis 2:18).

GENESIS 2:18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.
19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto 

Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.
20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not 

found an help meet for him.
21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 

instead thereof;
22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.
23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out 

of Man.
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.
25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Big Idea:  God created woman so that man would have a helper and would not 
be alone.


