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Here are a few old favorites reimagined:
•  The Big Idea is the main point of the lesson (replacing the Purpose).
•  Prepare Your Mind and Prepare Your Heart will prepare you to teach with background information and a short 

devotional (replacing Preparing to Teach the Lesson).
•  The Conversation Starter helps you kick off your class and get your students invested in the lesson  

(replacing Presenting the Lesson).
•  Discussion Questions help students engage with the Scriptures intellectually and emotionally throughout the lesson 

(replacing Research and Discussion). These questions appear in both the class and teacher books.

Dear Intermediate Teacher,

Welcome to Intermediate Bible Teacher+! As witnesses for Christ in a changing world, we have to think creatively about how 
we minister, while still holding firmly to the Word of Truth. Our Plus Series contains the same robust Bible lessons and back-
ground information that you love, but they have been carefully crafted to help you excite your students to learn God’s Word.

Big Idea: God wants us to remember His blessings.Purpose

Prepare Your Mind Prepare Your HeartPREPARING TO TEACH THE LESSON

Presenting the Lesson Conversation Starter

RESEARCH AND DISCUSSION Discussion Questions

Please note: In an effort to provide more flexible material and encourage teachers to model Bible reading for their  
students, we have chosen to leave the Scripture block out of these lessons.



Here are some new features: 
•  Introductory pages for each unit will point toward the quarter’s major themes.
•  Supplies and Prepare the Room give teachers all the practical information they need to 

prepare for class time. 
•  Teacher Tips in the lesson will give you quick tips on how to involve your students or  

deal with difficult subject matter.
•  Just Curious prepares you to respond to questions students might ask about the lesson.
•  Prop Prompt symbols notify you when to use a prop listed in the supply list at the  

beginning of the lesson. All props and supplies are in bold the first time they appear.
•  Action symbols help you see opportunities to invite your class to take part in the lesson.
•  What If? helps intermediates imagine how the Bible lesson might be applied to a  

hypothetical scenario that could occur in their everyday lives.
•  Explaining the memory Verse explains the Scripture in language familiar to intermediates. 
•  The Activity helps juniors get their energy out while thinking about the lesson.
•  The Big Question addresses common doubts or fears intermediate students might have 

about God and His Word from a biblical worldview. 
•  Next Steps help your students apply the lesson to their lives. 
•  Prayer Points give teachers some prompts for ways to pray for the students.
•  The Christ Focus encourages thought about how the Scripture passage and lesson point to our loving Savior.
•  Bonus activity pages for your students will be included each quarter as supplements in the back of this book.

KEY:
Teacher Tips

Just Curious

Prop Prompts

Actions

Discussion Questions
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Here’s a peek at the new  
Intermediate Bible Class+:
•  The Big Idea helps the student focus on the main 

point of the lesson. 
•  Discussion Questions are interjected within  

 the Bible lesson to help students engage with  
the Scriptures intellectually and emotionally. 

•  What If? helps intermediates imagine how the 
Bible lesson might be applied to a hypothetical 
scenario that could occur in their everyday lives. 

•  The Big Question addresses common doubts or 
fears intermediate students might have about  
God and His Word from a biblical worldview. 

•  Next Steps help your students apply the lesson to 
their lives with room to make notes for an action 
plan.

•  The Prayer Point encourages committing to pray 
for something in the coming week.

•  The Christ Focus encourages thought about  
how the Scripture passage and lesson point to  
our loving Savior. 

•  Talk About It prompts students to engage  
Christian adults in their lives in conversation  
about God’s Word.

TALK ABOUT ITAsk a Christian adult you know for tips  

on Bible memorization.
10 • Intermediate Bible Class+

Christ Focus

Prayer Point

Jesus showed us how to fight temptation. He 

used God’s Word to help Him have victory.

WHO DO I WANT TO BE LIKE?Who are you “following”? People follow others on social media because they 

know them or like them or respect them. Sometimes we may even want to be 

like those we follow. Many of them live such great lives, or so it seems! 

Jesus is the best person to follow or to be like. The way He handled Satan’s 

temptations is heroic. He can help you do the same.

We all can be like Him by learning and memorizing Bible verses and then letting 

those verses help us not to sin. Jesus obeyed God. We can obey God by obeying 

what we read in our Bibles. God’s Word can help us to fight the temptation to sin. 

God has given you the greatest weapon to fight sin. You need to use what you 

learn from the Bible and not put yourself in tempting situations that bring you to sin. 

next steps
Find verses that teach you about fighting sin and loving the Lord. Ask 

Christian adults you know to help you. Print the verses on cards and hang 

them in your room. Ask others to join you in memorizing the verses. Chal-

lenge one another to memorize at least one verse a week. 
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What if?
What if you were at a store with some school friends, and they make a plan to steal 

something? Your part of their plan is to be the lookout. You are supposed to give a 

signal or distract anyone coming. They promise to share with you some of what they 

steal. Would you agree to help because you really like what they are stealing? What 

would you think about your part of the plan? Is it wrong or is it OK? Would you 

say no to their plan? What would you say to explain what you think about stealing? 

One more time, Satan tempted Jesus. He took Jesus to a very high mountain. 

They saw kingdoms in the distance. Satan said that if Jesus worshipped him, He 

could rule over the kingdoms. Jesus answered with another Bible verse. He said it 

was wrong to worship anyone other than God. After that, Satan left Jesus alone. 

Jesus had won. He did not give in to Satan’s dares, and He used Bible verses 

to win. He used a powerful weapon to fight Satan. 

The words in the Bible are powerful and true. It’s very important to mem-

orize as many verses as you can. When you are tempted to do something you 

should not, God’s Word can help you fight it. 

Satan failed to get Jesus to sin. It would have been a piece of cake (bread, 

actually) for Jesus to have changed rocks into food. Jesus did not follow the 

devil's suggestion. Satan did not really care about how hungry Jesus was. He 

wanted Jesus to stop trusting God. That is a sin. 

Next, Satan took Jesus to Jerusalem. The devil took Jesus to the top of the 

temple. That was about two hundred feet up. Satan told Jesus to jump off the 

top of the temple. He told Jesus that God would save Him. He even used a 

Bible verse that said God would protect Jesus. That was a trick to use a Bible 

verse to try to get Jesus to do something wrong. 

Jesus also used a Bible verse. It was something God said in the Old Tes-

tament. Jesus told Satan that it is not right to test God. That meant Jesus 

trusted God. When you trust someone, you do not test him to see if he can 

be trusted. Jesus won again. He did not give in to Satan’s dare.

Has anyone dared you to do something really dangerous? What 

should your response be? 8 • Intermediate Bible Class+

Lesson Text: Matthew 4:1-14a"But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that  

proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). 
BIG IDEA:  God’s Word helps us fight temptation to sin.

What are some things that are tempting to you and your friends?After Jesus was baptized, He prepared Himself for His earthly ministry. 
Jesus went out into a dry, rocky area that the Bible called a wilderness. He 
did not eat for forty days. He went without food so that He could think only 
about what God had sent Him to do. He prepared Himself to serve people 
and to die on the cross for our sins. The Holy Spirit gave Him power in His weakness. He could fast for any length 
of time, but He was still human. The fast would have made Him weak. He did 
that to focus on time with God. After Jesus finished fasting, the devil came to Him. He knew Jesus was 
very hungry. Satan knew Jesus is the Son of God. He called Him that, but 
he still thought he could get Jesus to sin. He tempted Jesus to turn the 
stones around them into bread. Imagine how difficult it would be to be 
so hungry and be able to make food appear. But it would be wrong to do 
that. It is like having food in front of you but not being allowed to eat it. 

Jesus stood strong. He did not give in. He told Satan that people do not 
live on food only. We live by everything that God tells us. 

Bible Lesson
It can be hard to know what to do when God wants you to go in the direction 

of doing right and Satan is trying to pull you into a direction of doing wrong.

OVERCOMING TEMPTATION WITH THE WORD

Lesson 2

March 12, 2023

How often do you read God’s Word?



UNIT I:
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James 1:22 says to be “doers of the word, and 
not hearers only .” Intermediates may not fully 
grasp the importance of obedience to God 
and His Word . Help them see that God wants 
to bless them by giving salvation, watching 
over them, and taking care of their needs . This 
unit, they will learn how Joshua obeyed God 
by following Moses in leadership, how Rahab 
was willing to hide spies sent by Joshua (God 
uses those who are obedient, no matter what 
they have done in the past), and how Ehud 
and Gideon were used to free Israel from their 
enemies . Obedience brings success!

Lesson 1: Joshua 1:1-6; 11:16-19, 21-23 
Be Strong and Courageous

Lesson 2: Joshua 2:3-9, 15-16, 22-24 
Rahab and the Spies

Lesson 3: Joshua 6:2-4, 12-20a 
The Fall of Jericho

Lesson 4: Judges 3:15-25, 29-30 
Ehud Frees Israel

Obedience and 
Success

Fall Quarter 2023
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Conversation Starter
Have you ever dreamed of being a spy? 

In many stories, spies have been smart, brave characters and really, really cool!
Can you name any famous spies? 

Prepare the Room 

Put on wig, mustache, hat, sunglasses, and 
overcoat to greet students in disguise. En-
sure there is adequate space to play Mimic 
or Miss My Moves later on. 

Supplies 

• dark sunglasses
• hat
• overcoat
• wig (optional)
• fake mustache (optional)

Under the leadership of Joshua and his obedience to God, 
the promise made to Moses came into fruition when they 
entered Canaan. The Israelite people were able to see God’s 
power, presence, and provision at work. Obedience to God is 
an important aspect of our faith whether we are children or 
adults! It challenges us in our daily decisions and causes us to 
consider how being obedient to God and His Word requires 
the bravery and courage only He can give. The story of Josh-
ua may be familiar to some children in your class, but bear in 
mind it could be completely new to others. They will need 
a little background—some context to help them make sense 
of this particular segment of the story. And then they can dig 
into the beautiful truths of God’s promises to us, knowing we 
can be strong and courageous because He is with us always. 

Prepare Your Heart
The phrase “be strong and courageous” is mentioned three 

times by God to Joshua—all in the space of one chapter. But 
Joshua was no coward. Previously, he was one of the spies sent 
into Canaan to scout the land for Moses, and his report was 
filled with optimism and bravado. He was then mentored 
under Moses’ leadership for decades, so he was no slouch. 

Yet the task set before him in leading the Israelites into 
Canaan was so monumental, so terrifying, that God told 
him over and over that he needed strength and courage to 
succeed. Joshua wasn’t expected to muster such bravery in 
his own strength, of course; he was to lean into God. “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you” is His glorious promise 
that we cling to even today. And then, Joshua’s great victory 
was the result of his obedience to the Lord (Josh. 11:23). 

Prepare Your Mind

Big Idea:  God is with us and gives us courage when we trust Him to keep  
His promises.

Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord  
said unto Moses (Joshua 11:23).

Lesson Text: Joshua 1:1-6; 11:16-19, 21-23

Be Strong and Courageous

Lesson 1September 3, 2023



Question here? Text 
here.

Bible Lesson   10-15 min

Teacher Tip

Text here. Glossary words are underlined. Prop Prompts use this  icon and the prop is 
bold. Teacher tips use this  icon. Action prompts use this  icon. Just curious prompts use 
this  icon.

Example paragraph. David knew that God was taking care of him. David was a king who 
had everything he wanted. (  Put on crown.) He followed God. He was a good king.  Even 
though David had everything he wanted, God wanted to give him another special gift. God 
wanted to give David a promise.  What does it mean to give someone a promise? (  Let a 
few children answer.)

Text here. Gray background should always sit on the bottom of the page. Adjust spacing 
above accordingly.

Example of discussion question.  
Two lines of text, use this box.

Example of discussion question. One line of text.
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The giant Goliath was 
from Gath (1 Sam. 17:4). 
So very likely he was 
one of the last surviving 
Anakim in the land. 

6 • Intermediate Bible Teacher+

There is a really neat 
word that describes God 
very well, and it means 
“all-knowing.” The word 
is: “omniscient” (write on 
board) and sounds like 
this: “om-NISH-ent.”

Bible Lesson   10-15 min

Spying might seem cool, but it’s also dangerous, taking a great deal of courage. In today’s 
lesson, we are learning about Joshua, who had been chosen by Moses to be an actual spy. He was 
sent to scout out a new land that God had promised to His people, the Israelites. Moses needed 
to know what to expect there, and he trusted Joshua and a few others to take on this risky task 
without getting caught. Joshua was a brave guy—he did the job, and he came back with good 
reports about the land. (  Take off spy disguise.)

Now we pick up the story after Moses died. Joshua was chosen by God to be the new leader 
of the Israelite people. Because of his spying mission years before, we know he was coura-
geous, and we know that God had a plan for his life. The plan now was to lead the Israelite 
people into the Promised Land, called Canaan, and to defeat all their enemies in the process.

It was a huge mission. But with God, it was not impossible—because nothing is impossi-
ble for our God! However, there was one thing that was hugely important. Joshua had to obey 
God—not just a little bit but completely. 

God knows all things—He even knows what we are thinking and what we are scared of.  
He knew Joshua would be nervous, needing reassurance that everything would be fine. Some-
times we all need a few words of encouragement, don’t we? The Bible is full of encouragement 
for us, and God had some wonderful words of encouragement for Joshua.

God told Joshua that he needed to be strong and courageous. The wording varies slightly, but 
you can find this exhortation from God several times in Joshua 1:6-9.

The good news for Joshua was that he didn’t have to rely on his own strength and his own 
courage, because God was going to be with him. In fact, God came right out and promised, “I 
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (vs. 5). 

Just as God promised to be with Joshua all those years ago, He also promises to be with you 
and me today—right this minute. This week, when we’re hanging out with friends, attending 
school, or playing sports, or sitting at home, He promises to never leave us—ever. 

God is perfect and holy—He always keeps His word. Joshua trusted that God would keep 
His promise. And therefore, he put his faith into actions. He raised his sword and led the people 
into battle and into the Promised Land. Joshua knew they could defeat their enemies because 
God was with them.

The Bible tells us God kept His promise to Joshua. Joshua took all the land. The Bible 
gives an extensive summary of the regions that came under his control (see 11:16-17). It 
was not quick and easy. Verse 18 tells us it was a long war, requiring a lot of fighting and 
perseverance. Nevertheless, Joshua and his people prevailed because they trusted God’s 
promise.

Verses 21 and 22 relate what happened to the Anakim who lived in the hills. After Joshua 
was through, none of them were left, except a few in the coastal plain cities of Gaza, Gath, and 
Ashdod.  Why is this significant? In Numbers 13:33, we read that it was the Anakim (“sons of 
Anak”) who had frightened the spies (except Joshua and Caleb) on the earlier mission because 
they were such fearsome giants. But they were no match for God.

Our memory verse wraps up with the statement that Joshua captured all the Promised Land 
for the Israelite people. He really trusted in the Lord. Joshua was obedient to God because God 
always keeps His promises.

Jesus talked about obedience too. In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus told His disciples they were to 
teach people everywhere to obey His words. This applies to us today. He wants us to obey Him 
because He loves us and wants the very best for us. He longs for us to trust Him with every area 
of our lives—things that scare us, things that worry us, things that interest us, and things that 
bring us joy.  

Can you think of a time when you needed to be strong and courageous? 

Do you think God always keeps His promises? Why? 

Right after Jesus told 
His disciples to teach 
others to obey Him, He 
promised that He would 
be with them (and us) 
always—just as God told 
Joshua years before! 
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Jesus asks us to be obedient to Him because He loves us!

Christ Focus

• Thank God that He will never leave us—He promises to be with us. •
• Ask God to give us the strength and courage we need to follow Him daily. •

• Ask Jesus to help us be obedient to what He wants us to do and say. •

Prayer Points 

Next Steps
God keeps all His promises because He is perfect and holy. He is God! Get together with a friend or grown-up, 
and find three promises that God makes in the Bible. You will see how He always keeps His promises. And then be 
strong and courageous, knowing God is with you! 

Wouldn’t it be easier if life were simple and we never 
had to be courageous? Perhaps—although it would be 
rather boring! It would also mean that we would never get 
to rely on God and trust Him in big ways. God asks us 
to do brave things, just as He asked Joshua. But remem-
ber, God doesn’t expect us to do brave things alone. He 

promises to be with us and says He will never, ever leave 
us. Jesus also tells us in Matthew 28:20 that He is with 
us always. Today our world needs more strong and cou-
rageous followers of Jesus. Are we ready to be strong and 
courageous for Him?

Big Question: Why does God ask us to do brave things?

To reinforce how Joshua was obedient to God, play the Mimic or Miss My Moves game. Break the class into groups of two. 
Choose one student to be the leader. Facing the class, the leader must carry out a sequence of various actions (the leader can 
pick silly actions or more serious ones) and see if each group can copy them all in the correct sequence. The leader should 
watch to see what group misses a move and then nominate someone from it to be the next leader. Encourage the class to have 
fun while mimicking actions!

Activity: Mimic or Miss My Moves   5–10 min

Explaining the Memory Verse
Because Joshua was courageous and completely obedient to God, he was successful and victorious in his battles, and the 
people were able to enter the beautiful land that God had promised them.

What If?
What if you sense that God is asking you to share the gospel with a certain person at your school who is known for causing 
trouble? Your problem is that you tried to do that a while back, and it did not go well. In fact, it was a total failure. So why 
would you want to try it again? How could it go any differently? Yet many Christians have testified that it was the faithful 
persistence of friends who helped bring them to faith. You sense God saying, “I will be with you.” What will you do?


